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Spring will be celebrated in full colour at 
the Snells Beach Garden Circle’s annual 
Spring Show on Saturday, September 5.
The show, at the Mahurangi East 
Community Centre on Hamatana Road, is 
open to gardeners and visitors alike, with 
entries welcome from both members and 
non-members.
There will be seven sections covering spring 
bulbs, camellias, foliage, pot plants, fruit 
and vegetables, floral art and a children’s 
section with different age groups.
Entries can be dropped off between 9am 
and 10.30am, with exhibitors limited to 
two entries per category.
The public can view the displays from 1pm 
to 3.30pm, with free entry and exhibits. 
Afternoon tea, plants for sale and raffles 
will also be on offer.
Show schedules are available from Snells 
Beach and Warkworth libraries.
The Garden Circle has thanked the 
Rodney Local Board and the Warkworth, 
Matakana and Snells Beach communities 
for their support.
For enquiries, contact show convenor 
Barbara Carpenter on 027 294 1780.

Momentum is building up for the first 
Rodney Support & Inclusion Expo, and 
stallholder spots are filling up quickly. 
This community-focused event will 
create an opportunity for locals to 
connect directly with services and support 
organisations that care for people with 
all forms of disabilities, chronic illness, 
neurodivergence, mental health challenges, 
or ageing‐related needs, as well as support 
for family caregivers.
Attendees will also enjoy interactive 
activities and presentations, while learning 
about different support opportunities, 
resources, self-care tools, volunteering, and 
employment opportunities in this sector.
Rodney Inclusive Communities Initiative 
(RICI) is working in partnership with 
Disability Connect to bring together over 
40 providers, charities, community groups, 
businesses and government agencies, 
operating within Rodney. The Expo will take 
place on Thursday, October 15 from 10am 
– 2pm at the Mahurangi Hope Centre in 
Warkworth (behind the Warehouse). 

RICI secretary Ursula Christel says, 
“The Expo will be inclusive, culturally 
welcoming, and accessible to all. By 
connecting people with the information, 
services, and community they need, we 
hope to help ease the stress of everyday life. 
With the support of our local community, 
we can make that happen.”
Led by five dedicated volunteers, the trust 
is inviting local funding organisations and 
businesses to get in touch and partner 
with them to make this event possible. 
RICI welcomes financial sponsorship, 
donations of goods or services, raffle 
and prize contributions, event resources 
and equipment, and volunteer support. 
Every contribution will help make this 
community event a success.
Rodney Inclusive Communities Initiative 
(RICI) Trust operates as an information 
network, advocacy group, and events 
coordinator in the Rodney District, 
focusing on matters related to inclusion 
and disability support.  www.ricinz.com 
Contact: Ursula Christel,  
rodneyinclusive@gmail.com 

From left, Ursula Christel (RICI secretary); Jess Brown (Rodney Community Team); Mike 
Potter (CEO of Disability Connect); and Mireille Vreeburg (RICI events coordinator).

Disability expo planned for 
Warkworth Hope Centre

A prize-winning rose from last year’s show.

Flower show 
heralds start 
of spring

Three in a row
Local jazz band Latter Karma will mark three years of playing at Warkworth Bridgehouse 
with a special performance on September 3, from 6.30pm to 9.30pm. The events, 
featuring jazz and Latin music have been held on the first Thursday of each month 
since September 2023. The evening will feature musicians including Lou Perkins and 
Peter and Liam Glynn from Takapuna. Entry is free. Tables can be booked in advance, 
or people can simply turn up on the night.
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